Cfte 4Mb Batf)* 



Volume 19, Issue 23 



August 5, 2012 



^Tradition Or Tradition? 5 



Jarrod Jacobs 




he word 

"tradition" has 
become somewhat 
of a by-word or 
buzz-word for 
many in the 
Lord's church. For some Chris- 
tians, anything they associate 
with being "traditional," or with 
things that "we" do often, is re- 
jected. When speaking of 
"traditional" things, a look and 
air of disdain comes upon them. 
They belittle those things they 
consider "traditional." Some- 
times we find folks who wish to 
do things differently for no other 
reason than for the sake of being 
different. This is unfortunate. 

Today, it seems that if there is 
anything which someone could 
say has been done for 'x' amount 
of time, then these ones are ready 
to throw it out, and try some- 
thing "new" and 
"exciting." (That is, until that 
thing becomes a "tradition"!) 
Their attitude reminds me of the 
attitude of those Paul found at 
Athens (Acts 17:21). In contrast, 
we need to be reminded that 
Solomon said there is nothing for 
which it can be said, "See this is 
new" (Ecc. 1:10). 

The Word "Tradition" 
Needs A Context. 

The reason I titled this article 
the way I did is because 
"tradition" does not always mean 
"tradition". In other words, just 
because something is a 
"tradition" doesn't mean we 
must do it. At the same time, 



some things called "traditions" 
must be accepted and obeyed be- 
cause they are commanded of God! 
So, how can we determine when a 
tradition is simply something men 
have done for a long time and 
when the tradition is something 
that God has commanded? Put 
simply, this is determined by the 
context! We find the English word 
"tradition" used seven times in the 
New Testament, but it is used in 
two very different ways. Thus, we 
must define "tradition" according 
to its Bible context. Read the pas- 
sages below and contrast the way 
this word is used in context: 

♦ "Why do your disciples break the 
tradition of the elders?" (Matt. 
15:2; Mk. 7:3, 5). 

♦ "Why do you break the command- 
ment of God for the sake of your 
tradition ?" (Matt. 15:3, 6; Mk. 
7:9, 13). 

♦ "You leave the commandment of 
God and hold to the tradition of 
wgi"(Mk.7:8;Col.2:8). 

♦ "/ was advancing in Judaism be- 
yond many of my own age among 
my people, so extremely zealous 
was I for the traditions of my fa- 
thers" (Gal. 1:14). 

♦ "So then, brothers, stand firm and 
hold to the traditions that you were 
taught by us, either by our spoken 
word or by our letter" (II Thess. 
2:15). 

♦ "Now we command you, brethren, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves 



from every brother that walketh disor- 
derly, and not after the tradition which 
he received of us" (II Thess. 3:6). 

♦ "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as sil- 
ver and gold, from your vain conversa- 
tion received by tradition from your fa- 
thers" (IF 'et. 1:18). 

Notice that on two occasions the 
word "tradition" was used with the un- 
derstanding that one is expected to con- 
tinue in certain things or be considered a 
sinner and condemned in the sight of 
God (II Thess. 2:15, 3:6). These 
"traditions" were words passed down by 
God through Christ, to the apostles, and 
then to the Christians (II Thess. 2:15; II 
Tim. 2:2). These are the things which 
must continue, regardless of whether or 
not men belittle them as "traditional"! 

Contrasting "Traditions" 

There may be an attitude among 
some which says that if certain things 
have "always" been done, then this can 
never change. Such an attitude can be 
detrimental to a group of God's people if 
it is allowed to go unrestrained. Just be- 
cause someone doesn't like a change 
does not mean that the change is sinful. 
(Read: Heb. 7:12-14, God changed His 
law) Therefore, we can have certain tra- 
ditions which have been an expedient 
practice of men at some point in time, 
and then change them or omit them alto- 
gether, and there be no sin involved. Ex- 
amples of this include: 

♦ Whether or not we have a chalk- 
board/whiteboard or an overhead/ 
powerpoint projector in our preach- 
ing and teaching. Though these are 
commonly seen in church buildings, 
to have or not have such tools does 
not constitute sin. 



"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. " (Jer. 6:16) 
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The Old Paths 



♦ The "traditional" order of ser- 
vices can be changed and not 
constitute sin so long as we do 
not omit what God com- 
manded (Jn. 4:24; Acts 2:42). 

♦ Some congregations schedule 
their Sunday worship service 
and then have the Bible class 
afterward. Others schedule 
their Sunday Bible class first. 
Still other congregations have 
a Sunday AM and PM Bible 
class. To change, or rearrange 
our "traditional" order does 
not constitute sin. 

Yet, the Bible speaks of some 
traditions which, if changed, 
would result in sin. Therefore, 
such things need to be left alone. 
For example: 

♦ If we said that a man doing 
the preaching in a congrega- 
tion is "traditional," and we 
asked a sister to preach one 
day, this is sin (I Tim. 2:12). 

♦ To add instruments to our 
singing, or to stop singing al- 
together would definitely be a 
change in "tradition", but that 
would also constitute sin 
(Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Heb. 
13:15). 

♦ To declare that it is a sin to 
have Bible classes on Sunday, 
or to say that there is only one 
"authorized" time for such 
classes becomes sin as we 
have no right to bind where 
God has not bound (I Pet. 
4:11). Other examples could 
be added to this list, we know. 

Conclusion 

Before we get too "trigger- 
happy" putting down and chang- 
ing "our traditions", let us make 
sure that the traditions we are dis- 
cussing are ones that we have the 
right to change! As we have seen, 
there are some traditions that we 
have no right or authority to 
change! (I Pet. 4: 11; Col. 3:17) 



"Why I Am A Member 

Of The church Of 

Christ" 

A.C. Grider (1912-1990) 

I didn't join the church of 
Christ. I didn't select the 
church of Christ as "my 
choice" from among many 
churches. It never occurred to 
me that I had a choice nor that I de- 
sired to make a choice of churches. 

I started thinking about my spiri- 
tual condition down in Tennessee 
some years ago — several years ago 
and made up my mind that I should 
do something about it. I began to 
consider what the Lord wanted me 
to do. I started to study my Bible. 

I found that I was a sinner and 
that Christ was THE savior. I found 
that if I were ever saved it would 
only be by Christ. I considered His 
word relative to what to do to be 
saved. He said I should repent, Luke 
13:3, I did. He said I should confess 
Him, Matthew 10:32. I did. He said 
I should be baptized, Mark 16:16. I 
did. He said if I would do these 
things I would BE SAVED. I was. 
But the BIBLE taught that when I 
was saved the Lord added me to the 
church, Acts 2:47. He did. 

Now, WHICH CHURCH did he 
add me to? HIS, Matthew 16:18; 
Acts 20:28; Romans 16:16. Thus I 
am a member of the church of Christ 
because I had NO CHOICE and 
wanted none. I just wanted to be 
saved. And I was! 



Could It be ... 

Selected 

• that people reject the Bible — not be- 
cause it contradicts itself, but because it 
contradicts them? 

• that some brethren do not attend vari- 
ous worship periods and Bible study 
classes because Christ is not really their 
"first love?" 

• that Satan has lulled us into thinking 
that we are really standing, when indeed, 
we are ready to fall? 

• we utterly abhor the violence going 
on in the world, yet do not think twice 
about what our families entertain them- 
selves with on television and at the mov- 
ies? 

• that some brethren honestly see no 
connection between commitment, atten- 
dance, and involvement? 



The most exercise some folks get § 
is "jumping" to conclusions! 

Remember: "The first one to plead his 
cause seems right, Until his neighbor comes 
and examines him. "(Prov. 18:17, NKJ) 



Your Bible questions answered . . . 
www.youtube.com/The01dPathsl994 




/ want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 

Come and meet with the church of Christ in Caneyville. 

Location: 101 N. Main Street Caneyville, KY 



Meeting Times: 



Sunday Bible Study — 
Sunday Worship — 
Sunday Worship — 
Wednesday Bible Study 



10:00 a.m. 
10:45 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 



"The Ancient Landmark" Television Show airs on You Tube 

(www.youtube.com/TheOWPathsl994) and Insight Cable, channel 6 

"The Ancient Landmark" Radio program airs on WXMZ, 106.3 FM, Mon-Fri, 

1:00-1:30 pm. It is also broadcast on www.thez.voyagetech.com 

Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs 
£hmi£i (270) 589-4167 



"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. " (Jer. 6:16) 



